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country. If I am to discharge with fidelity the duty
thus assigned me, I must begin by repudiating the
text in toto, because the Democratic Party recog-
nizes no political agency for one class which is not
equally open to all classes. The bulwark and
belltower of its faith, the source and resource of its
strength are laid in the declaration, "Freedom for
all, special privileges to none/ which applied to
practical affairs would deny to self-styled working-
men, organized into a cooperative society, any
political means not enjoyed by every other organ-
ized cooperative society, and by each and every
citizen, individually, to himself and his heirs and as-
signs, forever.

"But in a country like ours, what right has any
body of men to get together and, labelling them-
selves workingmen, to talk about political means
and practical ends exclusive to themselves? Who
among us has the single right to claim for himself,
and the likes of him, the divine title of a working-
man? We are all workingmen, the earnest plod-
ding scholar in his library, surrounded by the
luxury and comfort which his learning and his
labor have earned for him, no less than the poor
collier in the mine, with darkness and squalor clos-
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